
The Northern Territory Government has made 
significant investments to transform the youth 
justice system to ensure youth offenders face 
consequences, are held accountable for their 
actions, and make positive changes to their 
behaviour. 

Territory Families has partnered with NT Police 
and non-government organisations to manage 
and support youth offenders, provide increased 
family support services, enhance community 
safety, and restore justice to victims. 

 

Key youth justice initiatives include:

• Youth justice conferencing and victim support

• Youth work and training camps

• Alternative sentencing programs

• Back on Track program

• Youth diversion

• Youth Outreach and Re-Engagement Teams 

• Supported bail accommodation.

Youth detention centres in Alice Springs and 
Darwin remain a sentencing option for young 
people who commit serious offences or are repeat 
offenders. 

Our new measures and programs are working.
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TERRITORY FAMILIES

65 new Youth Outreach 
and Re-Engagement 
Officers to work with 
young offenders and  
at-risk kids and families
  
Established court-
ordered victim offender 
conferencing 

Created bail 
accommodation and 
support services

More than $20 million 
invested into diversion 
and alternative 
sentencing programs 

CHANGES IN THE YOUTH JUSTICE 
SYSTEM SINCE 2017

Significant investment 
of $4.1 million into 
new youth after-hours 
programs 

Significant investment in 
boot camps, camps on 
country and work camps 

Delivering the Breaking 
the Cycle of Crime in 
Palmerston and Alice 
Springs plans

Reforms inside youth 
detention including new 
behaviour management 
programs, staff roles and 
training.

Back on Track program 
commenced in October 
2019, providing 
alternative sentencing 
and more program 
options for courts and 
police to refer young 
people to   

Redesigned pre-court 
diversion programs using 
Local Decision Making 
and expanded programs 
in remote communities

YOUTH OUTREACH

Youth Outreach and Re-Engagement 
Teams were established in 2017 and have 
grown significantly to include more than 
65 youth outreach officers working from 
hubs in Casuarina, Palmerston, Nhulunbuy, 
Katherine, Tennant Creek and Alice 
Springs to engage young people across the 
Northern Territory.

Since the program commenced, an average 
of 450 young people have received case 
management support each year. This 
includes more than 250 young people on 
court-ordered supervision and about 200 
young people participating in voluntary case 
management. 

Youth outreach service delivery was 
expanded in Alice Springs in 2019 to include 
after-hours services seven days a week, 365 
days a year. 

There has been a 79% increase in the 
number of children receiving intensive 
family support from 411 in 2016-17 
to 737 in 2018-19. Territory Families is 
supporting more parents to provide care 
and safety to their children to increase 
engagement, employment and education. 

The Northern Territory Government 
developed a new Crossover Families 
Management Unit to manage the core 
group of offenders and their  
families in 2019. 

The number of young people under 
community-based supervision on an 
average day – which includes electronic 
monitoring, supervised bail and case 
management – has increased by 11% from 
137 in 2015-16 to 153 in 2018-19.
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TERRITORY FAMILIES

YOUTH DETENTION

YOUTH BAIL AND DIVERSION

• The Northern Territory still has the highest rate of 
young people in community-based supervision and 
detention in Australia, at four times the national 
average*.

*Australian Institute of Health and Welfare Youth Justice Snapshot, 2020.

• As at 31 May 2020, there were 21 young people 
in detention, compared to a daily average of 49 in 
2015-16. The reduction in the number of young 
people in detention correlates to an increasing 
number of young people in community youth 
justice programs.

• 363 young people entered detention in 2019-20. 
This compares to 530 in 2015-16.

More than 200 young people have received 
bail support services including supervision and 
accommodation since the service began. This 
new service was introduced in 2017 and has 
led to more young people completing their bail 
and less young people breaching their  
bail conditions.

The number of young people completing their 
bail orders has nearly tripled (increased by 
285%) from 39 in 2015-16 to 150 in 2018-19. 
The proportion of young people completing 
their bail orders has also increased from 53% 
in 2015-16 to 68% in 2018-19. 

The number of young people who have 
breached their bail has decreased from a peak 
of 92 in 2016-17 to 69 in 2018-19. 

More than 690 young people have completed 
a youth justice conference and agreement 
since 2016-17. Youth justice conferences 
focus on the victim and giving back to the 
community and force the young person to face 
the consequences of their behaviour and learn 
from their mistakes. 

58 young people participated in the Back on 
Track program across the Northern Territory 
between 1 July 2019 and 31 May 2020. 
This new program was introduced in 2019 
and provides the Courts with an alternative 
sentencing option and pathways to address  
at-risk behaviour, consequences  
and restitution.  

Six new youth bush and work camps have 
been established since 2019. These new 
camps are designed to reduce offending and 
target substance abuse. They also increase 
training and education opportunities, and 
improve cultural connectedness and health 
and wellbeing outcomes.

80% of young people who completed 
Operation Flinders in 2018-19 did not  
re-offend post camp.

74% of young people who undertook a 
youth justice conference in 2018-19 did not 
re-offend.

In 2018-19, 69% of young people 
successfully completed their community 
orders, increasing from 51% in 2015-16

YOUTH 
APPREHENSIONS

755 young people were apprehended by Police in 
2019-20, down 115 (15.2%) compared to 2018-19 
(870). Of these, 55% were apprehended by Police 
only once during the year.
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